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A Once-in-a-Lifetime Opportunity

It’s not every day that an institution turns 100 years old. If my 
colleagues had a nickel for every time I have described the 
Grady Centennial as a “once-in-a-lifetime opportunity,” they 
would have retired by now. But it’s absolutely true. We have 
but one chance to celebrate this seminal moment in the life 
of our college, to bring alumni and friends together, 
and to leave a lasting legacy that will serve students in 
Grady’s next 100 years. 

Starting with the Freedom Sings extravaganza on Oct. 
2 – just weeks away – everything we do from now 
through 2015 will be “Centennialized.” It’s our way 
of ensuring that all of our alums, faculty, staff and 
students have multiple chances to mark the occasion.

The Freedom Sings concert is a marvelous way to launch the sparkling celebration. A 
group of Grammy-winning musicians from Nashville led by my friend Ken Paulson, dean 
at Middle Tennessee State and former editor of USA Today, Freedom Sings delivers a 
rollicking show that uses music from every generation to highlight the importance of free 
speech to our culture. It’s patriotic, uplifting and at times, hilarious. Don’t miss it. 

The concert will send us into the Homecoming weekend with a real bang, and we have 
several surprises in store for our Centennial Reunion Tailgate on Oct. 4. A highlight of the 
weekend for many of us will be the first sneak peek at renovations that will transform the 
Drewry Room into the Peyton Anderson Forum and Drewry Plaza.

Hammers will begin ringing any day now as the Peyton Anderson Forum takes shape. 
Thanks to the vision and support from Grady alumnus Tom Johnson and Edwina Johnson, 
and the support of the Peyton Anderson Foundation, we will see some exciting changes 
in the weeks to come. A hard hat dedication is in the works too! Think of Oct. 2–4 as your 
Centennial Homecoming Weekend, and make plans now to stay in Athens. After all, as I 
keep on saying, we only turn 100 once!

To that end, I also hope that as we enter this 
momentous year you will consider a gift or pledge 
to the Georgia Fund for Grady in honor of our 100th 
birthday. The Centennial is a galvanizing anniversary. 
It’s a chance to show that we stand together for Grady and celebrate the lifelong gratitude 
alumni feel for this place and what it contributes to the world because of committed alumni, 
faculty and staff and through students who follow you. 

In rankings and other benchmarks of academic institutions, the percentage of alumni who 
contribute in any amount with an annual gift is a measure of a program’s vitality, reputation 
and health (please see page 5 for more details).

As a legacy of the Centennial Celebration, Grady’s ambition is to lead UGA with the number 
of alumni who show their lifelong connection with an annual gift. The amount is entirely up 
to you – imagine what kind of Georgia Fund for Grady we would build if 22,000 alumni made 
a birthday gift of $20.15! Imagine how proud we will be to award the first Grady Centennial 
Scholarships together and look to Grady’s next century with a flexible fund we build for 
Grady and its core mission, heart and soul. 

After all, can you think of a better time to support your college than at its Centennial? 

Thank you and come celebrate with us!
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“We only turn 
100 once!”

Front Cover Photo Credits

(l. to r., top to bottom) 1. Edwin Pope (ABJ ‘48)  
and Eli Maricich; 2. Red & Black editorial staff: 
Dewey Benefield (ABJ ‘52), John Pennington 
(ABJ ‘51), Millard Grimes (ABJ ‘51) and Norman 
Friedman (ABJ ‘51); 3. Grady College namesake 
Henry W. Grady; 4. Steadman Sanford, the 
gentleman who pushed for the creation of the 
school of journalism in 1915; 5. Bill Simpson 
(ABJ ‘50) and Neva Jane Langley at the 
Georgia-Auburn game in 1952; 6. Dean John 
Drewry and his wife, Miriam, on the Drewry 
bench outside Grady College; 7. Billy Morris 
(ABJ ‘56) and his wife, Mary Sue;  
8. Charlayne Hunter (ABJ ‘63) is interviewed by 
Tom Johnson (ABJ ‘63); 9. Claude Williams  
(ABJ ‘47), Lewis Grizzard (M ‘69), Glenn 
Vaughn (M ‘53), and Mark Smith (ABJ ‘66);  
10. Georgia Theatre celebrates Grady College; 
11. Coach Vince Dooley and Julie Moran  
(ABJ ‘84); 12. Jenn Sloan (ABJ ‘86) and Melissa 
Libby (ABJ ‘85); 13. The Peabody Awards 
in 2005; 14. Conrad Fink and some of his 
students (ca. 2004).

—Charles Davis, Dean
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Share Your Historical 
Grady Pictures With Us

What better time than Grady’s 100th 
birthday to pull out your photo album and 
relive your Grady days!

Do you have a great Grady picture that 
you are willing to share? If so, we would 
love to see it. We will be using the 
photos to create an online photo album 
of historical images and would like to 
include your image.

Please visit Grady100.uga.edu and look 
for the “Share Photo” link in the right-
hand column. There you can upload your 
picture(s) in the highest resolution you 
have available, along with the date, the 
people in the picture, a brief description, 
and your contact information.

Or, if you would prefer to send us a non-
returnable print copy in the mail with the 
information above, you can mail it to:

 Sarah Freeman 
 Grady College  
 120 Hooper St. 
 Athens, GA 30602

Be on the lookout for information about 
other ways to share your story and Grady 
spirit throughout the Centennial year.

Preserving  
Grady’s Memories

Former Grady College Dean 
Cully Clark has taken on a 
labor of love through his 
historical review of the 
institution’s 100-year history, 
“Centennial: The History of 
the Henry W. Grady College of 
Journalism and Mass Communication.” The book 
is packed with colorful stories and memorable 
photographs dating back from Steadman 
Sanford’s resolve to teach a journalism class in 
the English Department in 1913, to the current-day 
naming of the college’s seventh dean, Charles 
Davis (MA ‘92).

This retrospective includes remembrances of how 
Grady College, its students and its faculty were 
interwoven in the history of the profession, the 
university, the nation and the world. 

An editorial board has been named to review 
the book and includes the following: Alison 
Alexander, Valerie Boyd, Selwyn Crawford (ABJ 
‘81), Carrol Dadisman (ABJ ‘56), Charles Davis 
(MA ‘92), Wallace Eberhard, Charlayne Hunter-
Gault (ABJ ‘63), Mary Grace Griffin (ABJ ‘14), 
Millard Grimes (ABJ ‘51), Janice Hume, Dean 
Krugman, Parker Middleton, Tom Russell (ABJ 
‘63), Mark Smith (ABJ ‘66), Gloria Ricks Taylor 
(ABJ ‘66) and Claude Williams (ABJ ‘47).

The book  

is expected to  

be published  

in 2015.

 
1915 
2015

Centennial Weekend 
april 16–19 

calendar of events

The Centennial Kickoff  
Oct. 2–4 is only the start of a 
series of events throughout  
this academic year and next. 
Make sure you have your 
calendar reserved for our 
Centennial Weekend:

april 16–17, 2015  
Centennial Symposium  
Special Collections Libraries

april 17, 2015  
100th Birthday Field Party 
Smithonia Farms

april 18, 2015 
Centennial Gala  
The Classic Center 

april 19, 2015 
Centennial Brunch 
Grady College

where to stay

We have reserved hotel 
blocks. Please call early for 
best availability and identify 
yourself with the Grady College 
Centennial (links to each hotel 
can be found on our Centennial 
website at Grady100.uga.edu).

Hilton Garden Inn 
706-353-6800

Holiday Inn 
706-549-4433

Hotel Indigo 
706-546-0430

#Grady100

CELEBRATION!
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Rachel Harper Fox 
(ABJ ‘97), public relations, 
Director of Communications, 
Disney Channels Worldwide,  
The Walt Disney Company

David Mowery (ABJ ‘99), 
newspapers, Founder/
President, Mowery Consulting

Eric NeSmith 
(ABJ ‘02), newspapers, 
Vice President of Business 
Development, Community 
Newspapers, Inc.

Tracey Thomson 
(ABJ ‘00) telecom arts, Co-Head Writer, 
The Young & The Restless, CBS

Elaine Reyes (ABJ ‘97), 
telecom arts, International 
News Anchor, CCTV America

Christy Hulsey 
 (ABJ ‘98), advertising, 
Owner/Creative Director, 
Colonial House of Flowers

For more information about 
the 40 Under 40 program, see 
www.alumni.uga.edu/40u40.

Grady College is proud to announce that six alumni are 
being recognized this fall as recipients of the UGA Alumni 
Association’s 40 Under 40 award. Selections were based 
on the graduates’ commitment to a lifelong relationship 

with UGA and their impact in business, leadership, 
community, artistic, research, educational  

and/or philanthropic endeavors. The 
awards ceremony is Sept. 18.

Grady College 
Boasts Six  
40 Under 40 
Recipients
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 The Measure of a Committed Alum: 

Have You Given?

Law 25%

Veterinary 
Medicine 16%

Pharmacy 14%
Forestry 10%

SPIA 8%

CAES 7%
FACS 6%

Franklin 6%Education 7%

Grady 
College 7% Business 9%

Public Health 4%Ecology 4% Social Work 5%

The Centennial is the perfect opportunity for  
Grady College Alumni to pledge their commitment.

This time of the year in the SEC inevitably gives rise to talk of polls and of 
UGA’s ranking. Admit it: you know exactly where the Dawgs rest in the 
college football ranks, every week. I know I do. 

Rankings matter. They tell us where we stand compared to our peers, and 
they inspire us to do more. In rankings and other benchmarks of effective 
academic institutions, the percentage of alumni who give back in any 
amount with an annual gift is a measure of a program’s reputation, vitality 
and health.

Numbers released annually at UGA show that 7 percent of Grady alumni 
currently make annual gifts. That puts us in the middle of the pack — and 
that is not where we aspire to be at Grady. 

As a legacy of the Centennial, Grady wants to lead UGA in this important 
measure and build the Georgia Fund for Grady, our core alumni fund, to 
support students, develop them as professionals and connect them to 
alumni like you.

The college is reaching out as never before to help grow dramatically the 
number of alumni who include Grady among the causes they support. As 
Grady turns 100, it’s not how much you give, but that you give that counts. 
We hope you will renew or start a tradition of gratitude with an annual gift 
or pledge to the Georgia Fund for Grady.

—Charles Davis

For an eloquent statement 

about rankings and 

supporting UGA on and 

off the field, see this 

December 2013 column by 

distinguished alumnus and 

benefactor Dick Yarbrough 

(ABJ ‘59) at bit.ly/1B13Vix 

and make your gift today 

to GivetoGrady.uga.edu.
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The year of our Centennial has arrived, and we want you to join us as we celebrate 
the college’s momentous milestone of academic excellence. 

A celebration 100 years in the making deserves much fanfare.

THURSDAY 
OCTOBER 2 

THE CLASSIC CENTER  
7 P.M.

FRIDAY 
OCTOBER 3 

SATURDAY 
OCTOBER 4 

GRADY LAWN 
2 HOURS AHEAD OF 

UGA VS. VANDY KICKOFF

2014
A must-see event! Make plans to attend our 
Centennial Launch Concert with Freedom Sings, a 
program of the First Amendment Center featuring an 
all-star cast of musicians playing music that has been 
banned or censored or has sounded a call for social 
change. Reserve complimentary tickets through The 
Classic Center box office at 706-357-4444.

We welcome back members of the Grady Society 
Alumni Board, Young Alumni Council and AdPR 
Advisory Council for their fall meetings. 

In keeping with a proud tradition, we will host our 
annual Homecoming Tailgate on the Grady Lawn with 
a meal and cash bar. Tickets, $25 each, should be 
reserved by Thursday, September 25. Kids under 5 
eat free. www.grady.uga.edu/homecoming. 

Homecoming Festivities



Your story is an integral part of 
the Grady College legacy. 
Bring copies of photos from your college days to add to the growing collection of 
historical images that will be exhibited in a number of ways throughout the Centennial 
year and beyond.  

We will also have videographers on-site to document your reflections. Be thinking about 
your favorite Grady memories, what being a Grady graduate means to you and what you 
envision for Grady’s future.  You will have 30 seconds to share your story, so be ready. 

#GradyHomecoming  #GradyHomecoming  #GradyHomecoming
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Yan Jin 
joins the AdPR 
Department 
as associate 
professor and 
associate director 
of the Center for 
Health and Risk 
Communication. 
Jin spent the 
previous nine 
years teaching 
at Virginia Commonwealth University, the last 
three as associate professor of public relations. 
In 2013, she served as the inaugural executive 
director of VCU’s Center for Media+Health.

She has a bachelor’s degree in advertising from 
Peking University and a master’s and doctorate 
from the University of Missouri. Her research 
interest is in the area of crisis communication 
and strategic conflict management, as 
well as how emotions influence strategic 
communication decision-making and the 
response of the public. 

In August, Jin accepted the Krieghbaum 
Under-40 Award at AEJMC, which honors 

AEJMC members under 40 years of age 
who have shown outstanding 

achievement and effort in 
all three AEJMC areas: 

teaching, research 
and public 

service.

Continuing the tradition of excellence in faculty instruction, Grady College 
is proud to welcome three new faculty members this fall.

new faculty
 Join Grady College

Ivanka Pjesivac 
joins Grady College as an assistant 
professor in the Journalism 
Department. She recently earned 
her doctorate in journalism and 
electronic media from the School of 
Journalism and Electronic Media at 
the University of Tennessee. 

Pjesivac’s research interests 
include international 
communication, media systems 
and changes in the world, media 
systems in countries in transition, 
and online political discussions.

In 2012, Pjesivac was recognized at 
AEJMC for having the top student 
paper, “Trust in News Media and 
Power Distance: Comparative study 
of America and China,” and was 
the recipient of the Outstanding 
Graduate Student Research Award 
from UT.

She has a master’s in 
communication and information 
from the University of Tennessee 
and a bachelor’s degree in French 
language and literature from the 
University of Belgrade, Serbia. 

Maria Len-Ríos 
joins the AdPR Department as 
an associate professor of public 
relations. She returns to UGA 
after earning her master’s from 
Grady College in 1995. For the 
past 10 years, Len-Rios has taught 
public relations and cross-cultural 
journalism courses at the Missouri 
School of Journalism, as well as the 
University of Kansas and Georgia 
Southern University.

Her research interests focus on 
inequalities in public relations and 
health communication.

Len-Ríos, with colleagues and 
doctoral students, has earned more 
than nine Top Paper awards in 
national and international academic 
conferences across multiple areas. 
Most recently, she won second place 
for the ComSHER Article of the Year 
Award presented at the August 2014 
AEJMC conference for her paper, 
“Journalistic Use of Exemplars to 
Humanize Health News,” published 
in Journalism Studies.

Len-Rios has a bachelor’s  
degree from Macalester College, 

St. Paul, Minnesota, and 
her doctorate from the 
University of Missouri.
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Grady L.A. students stop by Warner Bros. studios.

China study abroad students visit the digital lab at Ogilvy & Mather Advertising.

Steve James, director of “Hoop Dreams” 

and “Life Itself,” answers questions 

posed by Cannes Film Festival students.

Summer 
Study
For Grady students, the break from mid-May to mid-August is filled with 
unique opportunities to learn from industry leaders across the globe and 
gain valuable, hands-on career training. The college currently offers eight 
summer study programs. Visit www.grady.uga.edu/studyabroad for details, 
and check out our roundup of program-related articles and social media 
highlights at www.storify.com/GradyCollege. 

Summer at The Circus
A dozen students spent eight weeks 
developing their advertising creativity 
skills at The Creative Circus, a premier 
portfolio school in Atlanta.

Our assignments have no 
boundaries and no rules. We are 
thrown into a sea of ideas and 
told not to drown. And honestly, 
I love it. 
—Matt Klugman, a senior advertising 
major from Savannah, GA

Advertising and Public 
Relations in NYC
Twenty-two students toured fifteen 
agencies in the biggest advertising 
and public relations hub in the world.

Cannes Lions Festival 
of Creativity
During the three-week program,  
50 students got to see first-hand 
the world’s best advertising and 
marketing campaigns and meet the 
creators behind those campaigns. 

Cannes Film Festival
Twenty-eight students attended one of the 
world’s premier film festivals, hobnobbing 
with celebrity actors and directors while 
studying along the French Riviera. 

Attending the Cannes Film 
Festival is mind-blowing in itself. 
In addition to that, you have the 
chance to meet new people and 
make great friends in the South 
of France. I can’t imagine getting 
much more out of a study abroad 
experience. 
—Jake McLaren, a senior mass media arts 

major from Snellville, GA

Go Global, Choose China
In the Maymester program’s inaugural 
year, six students expanded their 
global perspectives by visiting the 
most dominant emerging market in the 
world. Go to www.youtube.com/user/
UGAGradyCollege to watch a video 
spotlighting the program.

Listening to the fascinating 
professionals and learning 
about the differences between 
Western and Eastern practices 
has certainly changed my 
perspective on public relations 
and advertising.
—Davis Lakeman, a senior advertising 

major from Dawsonville, GA

Travel Journalism in Prague
Seventeen participants became 
immersed in the culture of the capital 
of the Czech Republic, practicing travel 
journalism and foreign correspondence.

Grady at Oxford
From journalism seminars to literature 
and history courses, Grady at Oxford 
offers a wide range of academic 
enrichment at a world-renowned 
institution. The program has been in 
place for more than 20 years. 

Grady L.A.
For eight weeks, 24 students worked 
as interns in the entertainment 
industry. They were introduced to 
studio executives, animators, directors, 
screenwriters, agents and other key 
industry players. 
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Michael McCarroll (ABJ ‘00 and a 
New Media Institute graduate) asks 
questions to one of the NMI teams 
about their capstone project during 
the May 2014 Slam. The NMI Slam 
hosts a showcase of projects displaying 
technology and creativity at the end of 
each semester. 

Congratulations Classic City Creative, 
a Grady student-run advertising agency, 
on winning the AT&T Campus Brand 
Challenge. The 22-student creative team, 
under the direction of AdPR faculty 
member Kirsten Strausbaugh, competed 
against six other SEC teams to develop a 
campaign promoting an AT&T product. 
Representatives from the team accepting 
the award were Simone Rego, Kelsey 
Runyan, Victoria Skinner, Kirsten 
Strausbaugh, Christine Choo and Mary 
Hampton Farr.

Jody Danneman (ABJ ‘88) of Atlanta Image Arts, and producer 
of the Peabody Awards, shares a laugh with Master of Ceremonies 
Ira Glass of “This American Life” during the ceremony rehearsal. 
Forty-six Peabodys were handed out this past May and highlights 
of the ceremony were broadcast on Pivot-TV.

Congratulations to our 2014 Alumni Award recipients: (l.-r.) 
Alan Griggs (ABJ ‘72), John Holliman Jr. Lifetime Achievement 
Award; Greg Bluestein (ABJ ‘04), John E. Drewry Young Alumni 
Award; Dean Charles Davis; Kathy Richardson (MA ‘83, PhD ‘92), 
Distinguished Alumni Scholar Award; Amy Glennon (ABJ ‘90), 
Henry W. Grady Mid-Career Alumni Award; and Grady Alumni 
Board Chair Eric NeSmith (ABJ ‘02).

Students attending the GAB Radio Talent Institute call the 
Dawgs with sportscaster Chip Caray (ABJ ‘87) during a visit to 
Turner Field. 

grady pictures

10     Celebrating              Years of Grady



Grady College joined with the UGA Alumni 
Association to host a mixer in NYC following the 
Peabody Awards. Among the attendees were Katie 
Greene (ABJ ‘08), Mack Williams (BFA ‘03), Emily 
Hammond (AB ‘07) and Ryan Dunn (BBA ‘09).

Scott Williamson (MMC ‘92), vice president 
for public affairs and communication at 
Coca-Cola, gave the keynote address at spring 
convocation.  He stressed the importance of 
embracing the now, thinking about what is 
personally valuable, paying attention to the 
details and working with passion.

Sept. 17
Charles Lewis  
Founder of the Center for Public 

Integrity and author of “935 Lies: 

The Future of Truth and the Decline 

of America’s Moral Integrity.”

2:30 p.m. • Special Collections 
Libraries

Sept. 17
The Death of the Scoop 
Sports Media Panel  
Sponsored by the Young  

Alumni Council

6–8:30 p.m. • CSE, Atlanta

Sept. 18
40 Under 40 Luncheon 
Sponsored by the UGA Alumni 

Association 
11 a.m. • Georgia Aquarium

Sept. 25–26
Board of Trust Meeting

Oct. 2
Freedom Sings – Centennial 
Launch Concert 
7 p.m. • The Classic Center 

Oct. 3

Grady Society Alumni 
Board Meeting

Young Alumni Council 
Meeting

AdPR Board Meeting

GRADY CALENDAR

Oct. 4
Homecoming Tailgate 
2 hours before kickoff • Grady 
College Lawn

Oct. 20
David Folkenflik 
NPR Media Correspondent 

12:30 p.m. • Location TBA

Oct. 22
McGill Lecture and 
Symposium 
Special Collections Libraries

Oct. 28
Chicago Alumni Reception 
6:30–8:30 p.m. • Museum of 
Broadcast Communications

Nov. 11

AdPR Connection

Dec. 5 
NMI Slam 
Turner Broadcasting, Atlanta

Dec. 18

Fall 2014 Convocation

Feb. 4

GAB Grady Job Fair

join us!

Calendar entries are subject to change. Please 
visit www.grady.uga.edu/calendar_main for 
updated event listings and details.

Newsletter design by: mprintdesign.com
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Athens, GAThe Grady College of Journalism and Mass Communication 
120 Hooper Street

 Athens, GA 30602-3018  •  www.grady.uga.edu

Phone: (706) 542-1704  •  FAX: (706) 542-2183

Saturday, October 4, 2014
Please register by Thursday, 
September 25 at: 

grady.uga.edu/homecoming

share your grady college memories and   make new ones

meal tickets are $25 each (free for bulldogs under 5)

Kick off a year of Centennial celebrations with students, alumni, faculty and friends 
on the Grady Lawn. Tailgate with us two hours before the start of UGA vs. Vandy. 

Connect with us: 

UGA Grady

@UGAGrady

 UGAGrady

  UGA Grady

  Grady College

www.grady.uga.edu


