
Academic Program/Dublin, Ireland 
Arrive in Dublin, Ireland by Monday, May 8, 2017 
Classes run from Tuesday, May 9 to Wednesday, May 31, 2017 with 
returns booked on June 1, 2017 
 

Why Take the Course in Ireland 
Why study in Ireland 
Read Caela Provost’s description of why she studied in Ireland:  
http://www.topuniversities.com/blog/five-unexpected-reasons-study-ireland 
 
Highlights of her post include being able to learn to chill, to gain a better 
appreciation of history, to look and feel healthier, to become a time management 
champ and to discover one’s hidden strengths and passions. Her last point, I 
feel, is the most important. She lists how studying in Ireland  
• Forced her to embrace change, and the fact that life doesn’t always go as 

planned. 
• Helped her understand my greatest assets and those pesky weaknesses. 
• Afforded her the independence she so craved since, well, birth. 
• Showed her that making mistakes isn’t a fatal flaw… It’s human and necessary 

for growth. 
• Allowed her to see clearly for the first time who she was (and is now) and what 

exactly that meant for her present and future. 
• Showed her just how open her mind could become, and how many wonderful 

adventures she could fill it with from day to day. 
• Gave her the tools to write her own story, and share it with others. 
 
Instructor:   
Dr. Rhodes has taken students on study abroad courses to Croatia, Tanzania, 
Italy, England, Trinidad and Tobago, and Haiti. She taught two Maymester 
courses at Trinity College at Oxford University, Oxford, England. She has 
published two books and numerous journal and magazine articles during her 
career first as a working journalist and then as a professor of journalism and 
international communication at the Grady College since 1994. 
 
Guests: 
 

Alison O’Reilly 
Reporter for the Irish Mail 
http://www.sdgi.ie/#!alison-oreilly/c1lhr 
98 FM Broadcaster and Documentary-Maker Alison O’Reilly is from Drogheda Co. 
Louth. She began her career in 1996 after graduating from a three year diploma course at 
Colaiste Dhulaigh in Dublin. In that same year she moved to London and took up a 
position as Production Coordinator with MTV. 
 

http://www.topuniversities.com/blog/five-unexpected-reasons-study-ireland
http://www.sdgi.ie/#!alison-oreilly/c1lhr


During her three years with the company she worked as a Producer on five MTV Europe 
Music Awards in London, Milan, Rotterdam, Dublin and Paris. In 1998 Alison returned 
to Ireland to work as News Production Cordinator for TV3 and stayed with the company 
for two years. In 2001 she decided to pursue her life long dream of working in the 
developing world. Alison began focusing on several ideas for TV documentaries before 
joining INN as a radio news journalist in 2002. 
 
Her first film Midnight’s Lost Child tells the story of the 200,000 street children living in 
Calcutta. Alison travelled to India in February 2004 for six weeks to make her 
documentary. It was short-listed and screened at the Galway Film Festival in 2006 and 
Alison also picked up the award for Best Human Rights Director at the 2008 Women’s 
Film Festival in San Francisco. Upon her return she took up a TV Reporter’s role at Sky 
News in Dublin. 
 
Over the next three years she specialized in human interest stories and was first to 
interview chronic heroin addict Rachael Keogh. The 27 year old hit the headlines in 2006 
when doctors warned that her arms would be amputated if she didn’t stop using drugs. 
Alison worked with Rachael over a period of ten months following her slow and 
turbulent progress through detox and rehab. My Heroin Hell, Rachael’s Story was aired 
on Sky News in March 2007 and received rave reviews. It was short-listed and screened 
at the 2007 Boston Film Festival. 
 
She also travelled to Ethiopia in 2007 to produce a radio documentary on Irish Aid and 
how it benefits people in the developing world. The half hour programme tells the story 
of three people whose lives have been dramatically altered because of Irish aid. 
‘My Tax Goes Where?’ was aired on 11 radio stations across Ireland. 
 
In December 2007 Alison directed her third TV documentary ‘My Way Back, Rachael’s 
Story’. The half-hour programme featured an update on Rachael Keogh, who is now 
studying at Trinity College, writing her autobiography and preparing for the birth of her 
first child. 
 
Alison’s fourth documentary ‘Who Will Love My Children’ is well underway and tells 
the story of an Irish woman who was wrongly accused of sexually abusing her eight 
children. The one hour programme has been commissioned by Sky Real Lives Britain 
and is due to air later in the year. 
 
Alison anchors 98FM’s evening talk show in Dublin The Inbox, Mon-Thurs 8-10pm. 
 

Denise Deegan 
Denise Deegan is the best-selling author of seven contemporary novels, including her 
most recent series for young adults, The Butterfly Novels.  
 
The first of these, And By The Way... follows the story of Alex Newman (16), a rock 
star's daughter who attends an elite Dublin school and who is angry with just about 
everyone.  



 
The second in the series, And For Your Information... follows the story of Alex's friend, 
Sarah. The book opens with her shoplifting for the first time. And For Your Information 
has been shortlisted for an Irish Book Award. 
 
The third book in the series, And Actually... is an Irish bestseller. It follows the story of 
Alex and Sarah's friend Rachel, who everyone thinks is the strong one, the guru. There's a 
lot they don't know.  
 
Denise's writing has been praised for its warm, believable characters, 'sparky' dialogue 
and fast pace. An Irish writer, she has been published in the UK, Germany, Turkey, 
Holland and Korea. 
 

Dean McCarthy 
Developer in Finance IT at Facebook’s European Headquarters 
Tour of Facebook’s Headquarters 
 
Guests: Journalists, travel writers, tourism experts, tour of Facebook 
headquarters 
 
 

The Course: Jour 5570—Introduction 
to Travel Journalism/Ireland 
  
Goal: This study abroad class will teach students how to think about being a 
travel journalist and to write; thus, writing to inspire others to travel to a place in 
an attempt to understand it first hand. This is an immersion into a foreign-place 
course, which focuses on micro subjects that are both timeless and timely. 
  
Objectives: Students will write every day while learning the culture of a specific 
location. They will develop strong stories for print and the web (well written, 
researched with clear visuals). Students will learn how to incorporate time pegs 
and think on their feet. They will learn how to pitch articles to editors. After the 
course, the students will be travel journalists with all the practical tools needed to 
work in the field.  
 
Structure: Attend morning classes with instructor and a debriefing in the 
afternoon with excursions and exercises during the day.  Read assigned stories 
in the Best American Travel Writing book, and choose stories to read from the 
web sites to be discussed during the morning class. Write a niche-centered 
article, a review of an event, and prepare a photo/video story. These will be 
reviewed, then edited, and then posted to a class web site. Students will meet 
with local professionals; have one-on-one conversations and reviews of their 
work with the instructor and teaching associate. 



 
 

Class Structure/Ireland 
 
Travel Journalism Class structure: 
Arrive, Monday, May 8, 2017 
Week of May 9-12 
Day 1  Arrival and housekeeping agenda, “Get to know each other” dinner 
Day 2  Morning class. Introduction to course  

Middle of the Day.  Students experience the location  
Afternoon class.  Debrief with explanation of reflection papers, read 
assigned travel story 

Day 3  Morning class. Nurture niches, type of travel writing – find your niche  
 Middle of the Day. Search out niche. 

Afternoon class.  Debrief with reflection paper on blog site, read 
assigned travel story  

Day 4  Morning class. How to pitch a story  
Middle of the Day.  Search out the niche more  
Afternoon class.  Debrief with developed pitch to instructor, read 
assigned travel story 

Day 5 Morning class.  Guest: History.  What is the take away for the reader, 
who is the audience? 
Middle of the Day.  Talk with locals. Go to a museum with our history 
guest. 
Afternoon class.  First Article due on niche choice. Debrief with 
reflection paper on blog site, read assigned travel story 

 
Weekend (May 13 & 14) 
Week of May 15-19 
Day 6 Morning class.  Seeing the lives of others, experiencing culture 

through music, art and food  
Middle of the Day.  Find an event to review  
Afternoon class.  Feedback on first article. Debrief with reflection 
paper on blog site, read assigned travel story  

Day 7 Morning class.  Guest: something gastro related. Making friends, 
finding sources 
Middle of the Day.  Walk with guest to find experts connected with a 
niche  
Afternoon class.  Debrief with reflection paper on blog site 

Day 8  Morning class. How to structure the story, ledes, middle, endings 
 Middle of Day.  Continue to source story  

Afternoon class.  Debrief with reflection paper on blog site, read 
assigned travel story 



Day 9 Morning class.  Second Article due on event to review (art, music, 
or food).  Guest:  Local travel writer. Getting it right, eliminating 
your biases, understanding the ethics  
Middle of the Day.  Examine local taboos with local travel writer. 
Afternoon class.  Debrief with reflection paper on blog site, read 
assigned travel story. Rewrite first article, post to web site. 

Day 10 Travel to Galway. On the train ride meet with instructor and associate 
for feedback on review article 

 Middle of the Day. Settle into the Hostel and find dinner. 
 
Weekend (May 20-21) 

Return to Dublin on Sunday afternoon. On the train ride meet with the 
instructor and associate to discuss photos and/or videos. 

   
Week of May 22-26 
Day 11  Morning class. Travel photos and videos. Guest: overall tourism 

Middle of the Day.  Revisit and shoot photos/video 
Afternoon class.  Debrief, prepare photo assignment 

Day 12 Morning class. The business of travel writing, read assigned travel 
story 

 Middle of the Day. Continue to prepare photo assignment. 
 Afternoon class. Debrief 
Day 13 Morning Class.  Guest:  Adventure tourism .  

Middle of the Day. Prepare photo assignment.  
Afternoon class. Debrief. Third Assignment due, Photo and/or 
video (6 photos or 2 minutes) 

Day 14 Morning class. Online presence, blogs that make a travel writer an 
expert, analyze good writing, review the online magazines 

 Middle of the Day. Prepare photo assignment. 
 Afternoon class.  
Day 15 Edit final project with peer edits and fact checking. 
 
Weekend (May 27-29) 
 
Day 16 Prepare website and post stories, photos and videos 
 
Day 17 Presentation of website and last minute changes 
 
Day 18 Morning class. Individual meetings with instructor 
 Evening—farewell dinner. 
 
Saturday, June 1, Evaluations and check out 
 


