
By DONALD FRASER

Worries over a suffi-
cient water supply for the 
near-term future had the 
Cornelia City Commission 
vote to approve emergency 
dredging of its reservoir 
in the area of the water in-
take.

“As I reported last 
month, the silt level in the 
reservoir is much higher 
than it was in 2009, when 
[city water/sewerage sys-
tem engineers] Carter & 
Sloope had the depth sur-
veyed,” Cornelia City Man-
ager Donald Anderson told 
the commission at its Aug. 
4 regular meeting.

The average water 
depth in the reservoir now 
is two feet, Anderson said, 
while the original water 
depth had been 16 feet.

“Originally we hoped 
to construct the new res-
ervoir and then dredge the 
existing reservoir,” Ander-
son said. “Because of the 
delays that we have expe-
rienced with the reservoir 
project, this is no longer a 
viable option.”

Macon-based Carter 

& Sloope Consulting En-
gineers had been prepar-
ing bid documents for the 
dredging project but the 
60-day time frame for that 
work meant “… we can-
not wait this long to get 
the dredging around the 
intake done,” Anderson 
said. “This area needs to 
be dredged immediately 
to assure that we have suf-
ficient water supply for the 
remainder of the dry sea-
son.”

Anderson proposed 
Cleveland-based River 
Sand Inc. do emergency 
dredging at a not-to-exceed 
cost of $200,000. The fund-
ing will come from the 
city water department’s 
Renewal and Extension 
Fund.

In other business, the 
commission:

• Approved a change in 
city ordinances prohibit-
ing burning of yard debris. 
The proposed ordinance 
change was posted after 
the commission’s July 
meeting. The change was 
requested by a number of 
residents who complained 
of toxins from burning 

leaves;
• Approved installing a 

speed bump on Martin Lu-
ther King Parkway, with 
the most effective location 
yet to be determined;

• Awarded Cornelia-
based Higgins Construc-
tion Co. Inc. the contract 
for building and surfac-
ing the Cornelia Com-
munity House parking 
lot. The original winning 
Higgins bid was $378,000, 
which was higher than the 
$326,000 original construc-
tion budget.

Specifications were 
modified and work deleted 
during negotiation with 
Higgins Construction to 
bring the final cost down 
to $323,475;

• Tabled acting on a 
request of Hoyt Street 
residents for taking some 
vehicle speed control mea-
sures, such as installing 
speed bumps or tables or 
installing stop signs to 
control speeding vehicles. 

The decision was made 
after much commission 
discussion, but no defini-
tive solution to problem 
was presented. The com-

mission is seeking more 
input from residents, in-
cluding those signing a pe-
tition for action, but not in 
attendance at the Tuesday 
meeting;

• Heard the city’s po-
lice department has been 
awarded a $33,968 grant 
from the Georgia Emer-
gency Management Agen-
cy for the purchase of 
equipment.

A memo from Cornelia 
Assistant Police Chief Jon-
athan Roberts to Anderson 
indicates the department 

plans on purchasing eight 
night vision scopes with 

associated helmet mount 
assemblies.
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Last month’s “Red, 
White and Tunes” 
and “Haber-Jam” 

events reminded me that 
community partnerships 
are worth celebrating. The 
two events also reminded 
me that Habersham has 
proven to be a perfect 
Archway community.

Both events clearly 
reveal Habersham as a 
community successfully 
utilizing the Archway 
model and showcasing 
the interaction of higher 
education resources with 
community interests.

When Habersham 
leaders identified the need 
to better advertise and 
promote our community, 
higher education resourc-
es from the University 
of Georgia (UGA) were 
tapped. Eager students 
from UGA’s Grady College 
worked diligently and 

competitively to create 
advertising and public 
relations campaigns offer-
ing suggestions for new 
logos, community cel-
ebrations and marketing. 
“Red, White and Tunes” 
and “Haber-Jam” were 
conceived as fond ideas 
that became celebrated 
occasions thanks to the in-
sightful implementations 
of community champions.

I hope that “Red, 
White and Tunes” and 
“Haber-Jam” will become 
permanent benchmarks 
of Habersham summers. 
I hope the UGA students 
who worked to craft these 
catchy slogans will return 
to enjoy the celebrations 
birthed from their ideas. 
And, most of all, I hope the 
residents of Habersham 
will continue to benefit 
from Archway projects 
that provide community 

enhancement and 
quality value for 
years to come.

Recent Arch-
way program 
work includes:

• Old Cornelia 
Bank building – 
UGA student Sara 
Dusenberry pre-
sented a redesign 
plan for the old 
Cornelia Bank 
building to Arch-
way’s Executive 
Committee on 
July 8. The plan 
proposed repurposing the 
facility to include allow-
ances for commercial and 
retail space as well as 
residential space on the 
upper floor.

While the commercial 
and retail space proposals 
contained recommenda-
tions for a clothing store, 
bookstore and coffee shop, 

the residential 
space included 
recommendations 
for one-, two- and 
three-bedroom 
loft apartments. A 
second-floor event 
space was also in-
cluded with allow-
ances for an open/
flexible space with 
a small stage, and 
a small space with 
a more private or 
formal area;

• Recycling 
Work Group – 

Archway’s Recycling 
Work Group convened 
most recently July 24 
to discuss the possible 
implementation of a “pi-
lot” recycling program 
in the city of Demorest. 
The inclusion of Piedmont 
College was also discussed 
as part of the effort.   Ad-
ditional discussion items 

included a potential public 
relations campaign as well 
as the status of current 
landfill capacity;

• Economic Develop-
ment Council (EDC) Work 
Group – Archway’s EDC 
work group met most 
recently July 22, to receive 
a report from work group 
member Brian Horton. 
Horton outlined a basic 
explanation of the goals, 
organization and targets 
of the EDC, as well as pro-
viding an organizational 
chart and proposed budget 
for the organization. Hor-
ton noted that the Haber-
sham Archway Partner-
ship Executive Committee 
has signed off on plans to 
form an economic devel-
opment council (EDC), 
agreeing to officially 
name the new entity the 
“Habersham Partnership 
for Growth.” The concept 

has also been approved by 
the Habersham Chamber 
of Commerce.

As a locally driven 
initiative, Habersham 
Archway continues to 
encourage the participa-
tion of the community it 
serves. Postings of recent 
project work, as well as ad-
ditional details regarding 
the Archway program, are 
available on Habersham’s 
section of the Archway 
website, at: archway-
partnership.uga.edu/
communities/habersham-
county/.

Rick Story is UGA’s 
Archway professional 
in Habersham County. 
Archway Partnership is a 
Public Service and Out-
reach unit of the Univer-
sity of Georgia. Interested 
residents should contact 
jrstory@uga.edu or call 
706-754-2318.

Rick
Story

Summer events demonstrate valuable partnership

ATLANTA- Rep. Terry 
Rogers (R-Clarkesville) 
has been appointed by 
House Speaker David 
Ralston (R-Blue Ridge) to 
the Georgia World Con-
gress Center Authority 
(GWCCA) Overview Com-
mittee.  

“I am appreciative to 
Speaker Ralston for ap-
pointing me to the GW-

CCA Overview Commit-
tee,” Rogers said. “The 
GWCC is one of the top 
convention centers in 
the country, thus mak-
ing its facilities appeal-
ing to metro and rural 
Georgians, alike. In fact, 
the GWCC plays host to 
the nation’s largest trade 
show for the poultry in-
dustry, which is the No. 

1 industry in my district. Resi-
dents of Northeast Georgia, as 
well as many others from across 
the state, visit the GWCC facili-
ties for events which stimulate 
our state and local economies. 
As construction and new de-
velopments are underway for 
GWCC’s newest facility, the new 
Atlanta stadium, I look forward 
to working with the GWCC Au-
thority and my fellow committee 

members as we ensure that we 
protect the assets and interests 
of all Georgians – from metro 
Atlanta to rural Northeast Geor-
gia.”

The GWCCA Overview Com-
mittee is responsible for moni-
toring and reviewing the opera-
tions of the GWCCA. Members 
will serve for a term concurrent 
with their 2015-16 legislative 
terms of office as members of the 

General Assembly.
Other House members ap-

pointed to the GWCCA Overview 
Committee include:

• State Rep. Butch Parrish (R-
Swainsboro), vice chairman; 

• Rep. Mike Cheokas (R-
Americus);

• House Speaker Pro Tem Jan 
Jones (R-Milton);

• State Rep. Rahn Mayo (D-
Decatur).

House Speaker Ralston appoints Rogers to GWCCA Overview Committee

ROGERS

Cornelia Commission planning emergency dredging of reservoir

One part of the Affordable Care Act fi-
nancially penalizes hospitals seeing too 
many patient readmissions for medical 
care. The sting of that penalty is  being 
applied to Habersham Medical Center, 
as well as about two-thirds of hospitals 
across Georgia.

According to an Aug. 3 report in Kaiser 
Health News, similar penalties will hit 
half of hospitals across the nation.

Kaiser Health News is a nonprofit news 
service focusing on in-depth coverage of 
health care policy and politics. Kaiser 
Health News is an independent program 
of the Kaiser Family Foundation, a non-
profit organization providing informa-
tion on national health issues.

The penalties are part of the Hospitals 
Readmissions Reduction Program, a part 
of the Affordable Care Act. The plan is to 
contain hospitalization medical costs by 
ensuring follow through with patients, a 
sort of continuum of care which will keep 
patients from being readmitted to the hos-
pital.

The readmission penalties are for 
years July 2011 through July 2014 and 
are for Medicare patients originally hos-
pitalized having one of five medical con-
ditions, including heart attacks or heart 
failure, lung problems, or elective hip or 
knee replacements.

Kaiser Health News reports nationally 
readmission rates have been declining, 
but one of five Medicare patients ends up 

being readmitted to the hospital. 
The fine is applied by a reduction of 

payment by the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid, which manages the govern-
ment funded insurance programs. 

The payment reduction will take place 
with the beginning of the federal govern-
ment’s 2015-16 fiscal year, which starts in 
October.   

The average Medicare payment reduc-
tion is 0.61 percent per patient stay, ac-
cording to Kaiser, while Georgia’s aver-
age penalty is 0.47 percent.

The maximum possible fine assessed is 
3 percent. 

HMC is being penalized 1.07 percent 
for 2016. For the 2015 fiscal year HMC was 
assessed a 0.54 percent penalty. There 
were no assessments against HMC in 2013 
and 2014.

The readmission penalty is for what 
CMS terms “avoidable” readmissions and 
is to  “help counter a system that inad-
vertently rewards hospitals for readmis-
sions.”

In previous meetings of the Hospital 
Authority of Habersham County, HMC 
CEO Jerry Wise has emphasized to the au-
thority the hospital could face penalties, 
but patient care after being released from 
the hospital is difficult. HMC has been 
developing methods for patient follow-up 
to ensure patients take prescriptions and 
otherwise follow discharge instructions.

– Staff Reports

Habersham Medical Center 
tagged with readmission penalty

*Georgia Power customers may be eligible to receive a rebate of 50% of the installed cost up to $300 on qualified 
insulation upgrades. Rebate available through December 2015. Application and receipt/invoice must be submitted 
within 60 days of purchase or installation. Installation of dense pack or wet cellulose and spray foam insulation (also 
considered an air sealing improvement) must be installed by a Program Participating Contractor. Certain preconditions 
and requirements must be met in order to qualify for this rebate. © 2015 Georgia Power. All rights reserved.

WANT TO SAVE ENERGY?
CHECK UNDER YOUR ROOF.
GET UP TO A $300 REBATE* FOR INSULATING YOUR ATTIC. 

More energy escapes your home through the attic 
than anywhere else.
That’s why Georgia Power wants to give you a rebate up to $300 for upgrading the 
insulation in your attic with qualifying materials. You’ll feel more comfortable and 
save money all year long. Learn more about qualifying products and rebate details at 
georgiapower.com/homeimprovements or call 1-877-310-5607.
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• Complete Auto Service
• Modern Equipment 

• Wrecker Service
• Experienced Mechanics

CAP’N AUTO SERVICE
122 Ellison St., Clarkesville, GA 30523
(706) 754-6283

CAP’N AUTO SERVICE

• Experienced Mechanics• Experienced Mechanics
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Transmissions & Drive Axles
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For ways that you can get involved to help end 
child abuse and neglect in Habersham County,

Please contact 
PREVENT CHILD ABUSE HABERSHAM 

by calling 706-778-3100 

Or visiting our website at
www.preventchildabusehabersham.org
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